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S 
ummer is winding up its 
record heat in the Valley of 
the Sun and the proverbial 

seasonal travelers are returning to 
Sun City Grand.  This always signals 
the beginning of Grand Photoôs busy 
season.  Check your e-mails for all 
activities and their respective dates.  
As a heads up, look forward to the 
following events that will kick off our 

fall season. 

Our first Board meeting is on 
September 8th at 9:00 AM in the   
Lab.  These meetings are open to all 
members and we welcome your 
comments and suggestions on how to 
improve our club or add to the 
photography enjoyment of our 

members.   

Grand Photoôs first competition turn-in 

date is September 22nd from 9:00 AM  

 

 

to noon in the Agua Fria room.  This is 
earlier than normal, but we are 

working around ACCCôs competitions. 

Our first membership meeting is 
October 14th at 2:00 PM in the Gila 
room of the Cimarron Center.  We will 
display our first photo competition 
entries from both prints and digital 
images and present ribbons to the 
winners.  This is open to everyone, so 
invite your neighbors to attend with 
you and enjoy our membersô great 
photographs.   The second 
membership meeting is October 21st.  
This will feature our normal short 
business meeting followed by a 

presentation. 

Oktoberfest is October 10th.  Contact 
Bill Graczyk if you are interested in 
helping him this year, have 
suggestions, have photos to donate or 

sell, etc.  

I  hope everyone had a great 
summer .  I am looking forward to our 
fall events and talking photography 

with everyone again.  

Happy shooting! 

òLake Yellowstoneó              

by Dan Jacob 

Take a wonderful journey through 

Yellowstone National Park with Dan and 

Nancy Jacob in the òFavorite Placesó 

feature starting on page ten! 



2   IN FOCUS  

 

 

 

Well, our members have done it again!  For the past few issues, Iôve been sharing examples of  our 

members winning outside competitions.  We continue to ñrack upò wins around  the country and once 

again, I have some wonderful examples to share with you.  In the May/June issue there was an article  

by Dan Jacob discussing his wins in the Arizona Highways with his òCoyote Dancersó and òGrand 

Canyon Wind and Blowing Snowó.   Hereôs a further update I just received from Dan.  Wonderful 

news! 

ñI have seen the magazine Arizona 

Highways for over fifty years. ñHow 

nice it would be to have one of my 

photos in this magazine,ò I thought. 

So when the magazine announced 

its first-ever photo contest, I thought 

here is my chance. There were four 

divisions. Wildlife, People, Close-up and Landscape. Little did I know that I would have not one, but two of my photographs included in 

the magazine as Honorable Mention winners. One in the Wildlife division and one in Landscape division.ò   Congratulations, Dan!  You can 

view Danôs photos in the September 2009 issue of Arizona Highways...pages 35 and 37 by going into the following website.  You can scroll  to 

the pages with the slider at the bottom and click to magnify.  Really a beautiful presentation:   http://www.zinio.com/reader.jsp?

issue=416094390&o=int&prev=si 

 

Jim Smith recently received a 3rd Place for òDesert Bighornó at the Outdoors Writersô Association of 

America Conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  This image was featured in our last issue having 

received a First Place in Grand Photos Spring Competition.  He also received a Second Place at 

ACCC.  Remember this guy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally, Jim Urquhartõs image òOld Mill 17ó  earned a coveted location in the June PSA Journal  showcasing the work of new members 

along with an article on Region 20 (Arizona and New Mexico).  His image was chosen by the Directors of the article.  You can see the page by 

going to our website www.grandphotos.org and clicking on the June PSA Journal link on the home page. 

 

Weôre proud of all of you.  Be sure to read Stan Bormannôs article òPSA Sanctioned International Competitionó in this issue.  Stan explains how 

these competitions work and how you can enter.  Also view images from Stan and Shirleyôs  recent winnings in these competitions. 

 

From the Editor ... by Sue Marrugi 
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 Vice Presidentôs Report 

 Membership  Report  

 

As summer starts to wind down, itôs 
time to get back into the Grand 
Photos groove. Our Fall Competition 
and the ACCC Fall Roundup will be 
upon us before we know it. So gather 
your best shots and enter the 
competitions. Itôs a great way to 

improve your photography. 

Last spring, Jim Smith became the 
coordinator of workshops and classes. 
Heôs aggressively worked to fill the 
workshop schedule with interesting 
subjects for all skill levels. Thanks, 

Jim, for doing a great job! 

We can look forward to interesting 
meetings too. Wayne Wellan  has 
some good programs lined up. Please 
let Wayne know if you have a good 
program idea. Wayne, one of the 
founders and a past President of our 
club, continues to share his 
considerable skills and energy to 
make Grand Photos ever better. 

Thank you, Wayne. 

Our club is widely regarded as one of 
the best in Sun City Grand by its 
members and by CAM. Your 
participation in the many activities 
offered and as volunteers to make 
these activities possible are the 
reasons for our clubôs success. Thank 

you all. 

 

 

This summer has been slow for the 

club as many of you are aware, but 

we have picked up eleven new 

memberships. We now have a grand 

total of 358 members.  Welcome to all 

the newcomers! 

By Dik Salsbury 

By Liz Burke 

Show off  Your Great Summer Photos                                                    
in the Grand Photos Fall Competition 

 By Lyle Patton and Larry Lindner - Fall Competition Chairmen 

Got a new camera? Been some place wonderful this summer? Learned some 
great new photo taking or Photoshop skills youôre excited about?  Got some 
photos youôre really proud of? Then show off those images at the Grand Photos 
Fall Competition. Donôt be bashful ï ask anyone whoôs competed ï theyôll tell you 
what a great learning experience it is to actually prepare your favorite entry as a 
print or digital entry and show it off to the membership.   This fall, the entry turn-in 
date is Tuesday, September 22nd. Then the show where everyoneôs entries 
and their judging results are exhibited will be at 2 :00 pm, October 14th at our 

membership meeting..  

Donôt worry about being new - Grand Photos has two divisions ï new competitors 
only compete in Division A with those having 0 to 15 competition points ï those 

with more points compete separately in Division B. 

Images may be entered as Prints mounted on 16ò x 20ò mat boards, or as Digital 
images sized to maximum pixel dimensions of 1024 wide by 768 high and 
projected for the judges. Prints and Digital images will be judged completely 
separate by different judges with separate points and awards.  This fall, the Print 
categories will be Nature, Open, B&W (including sepia), Vistas, and the Rotating 
category ñStrictly Automotiveò. The Digital categories will be Nature, Open, 
Creative, Rotating (ñStrictly Automotiveò) and another new category ñArchitecture, 

exteriorò. 

For details see the Fall Competition Announcement and Entry Forms that should 
already have been sent to all members, and please read the Competition 

Guidelines on our website www.grandphotos.org. 

 Note for future planning: The Fall ACCC (Arizona Camera Club Council) 
Competition turn-in date of Oct 20th closely follows the October 14th Grand 
Photos Competition Show.  The ACCC brings together the major central 
Arizona camera clubs and is a great place to reenter images that do well in 
the Grand Photos judging. (The ACCC Rotating category will also be 
ñStrictly Automotiveò) 

Newcomer Orientation                                                             
by Mary Gamble  

 

A Newcomer Orientation will be held on Friday, October 16th at 1:00 PM. 

The location is TBD at a later date.  If you are new to the Photo Club, or 

have not yet attended a previous orientation, it is highly recommended that 

you do so.  This is also open to those who may be thinking of joining our 

club and need more information. Please pass this announcement along to 

them. 

By attending, you can learn about our mentoring program, SIGs, photo 

shoots, the library, meetings versus workshops, competitions, our bi-monthly 

newsletter, the web-site, and all the services that are available at the Photo 

Lab.  This is also a good time to meet our club officers, some committee 

leaders, and other active members. There will be time available to have all 

your questions answered. MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 

 

http://www.grandphotos.org/
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Special Interest Groups (SIGs)  

By Ken Kroen 

 

 

Many of the Special Interest Groups cancelled their meetings 
for the summer months and therefore there is very little to 
report since the last IN FOCUS article. For those of you who 
are in a SIG Group that did not meet during the summer 
months, your Facilitator should be notifying you shortly as to 
when your group will start meeting. For those of you who are 
interested in joining a SIG Group, check the Weekly Activities 
Schedules for the meeting times of the various groups or send 

me an e-mail at Ken-GrandPhotos@cox.net.  

 

With the beginning of a new Club year upon us, I would like to 
emphasize again the need for volunteers. Without volunteers 
and the involvement by the Club Members, the SIG Teams 
cannot function. The Facilitators and co-Facilitators of each 
SIG Group act as coordinators for the Teams. They are NOT 
responsible for the education of the Team members and, 
therefore, are NOT required to have an in-depth knowledge of 
the specialty area. If you would be interested in volunteering for 
one of these positions or would like additional information on 
the responsibilities of the Facilitators, please send an e-mail to 

Ken-GrandPhotos@cox.net.  

 

The meeting times for the various SIG Teams can be found on 
the Club Web Site, in the Weekly Activity Schedule, in the IN 

FOCUS articles or on the bulletin board in the Photo Lab. 

 

 

Grand Photos Photo Shoots           
By Liz Burke 

Shelly Morgenstern has decided to step down as co-

chair of the photo shoot committee.  Thanks, Shelly, 

for all the work you did over the past few years.  Mort 

Berman and I decided that it would take two of us to 

fill Shellyôs shoes and, with the continued help of 

Darlene Eger,  we hope to have a full slate of ñshootsò 

the rest of this year and for 2010.   

October 23rd ð 25th  Mort and I decided that an 

October trip to Monument Valley would be fun and 

have planned a car pooling trip to that location.  We 

will also be going to the Valley of the Gods in Utah, 

Homolovi Ruins State Park, and La Posada.  The 

cost is $150 per person which includes hotel room 

(double occupancy) and a guide (King Richard) for a 

sunrise shoot of the Valley.  Drivers will ask for a 

contribution for gas and you will be responsible for 

your own meals.  We reserved twelve rooms and they 

are filling up quickly, so if you want to go please drop 

off your check soon. ( News Flash:  This trip has 

just SOLD OUT!  Sorry, but we have a waiting list 

and if enough folks are interested we might try it 

again in the spring.)   

November is still in the planning stages but we will be 

doing a local car-pooled photo shoot.   In December 

we are planning a night shoot of holiday lights. 

Darlene has been busy organizing some interesting 

bus tours:   

October 18th   Helldorado Days in 

Tombstone  $59.00 per person. 

October 29th Fall Foliage Up on the Rim.  This 

includes tours of The Ranch at Fossil Creek and the 

Old Strawberry Schoolhouse.  Lunch at Kohlôs Ranch 

is also included.  $79.00 per person.  

March 4th ð 13th. , 2010                                                                                                                                                                           

Three nights in New Orleans and seven nights 

Western Caribbean Cruise (more details to follow) 

 

òThe Mittensó  Monument  Valley                               

by Jerry Weinstein 

mailto:Ken-GrandPhotos@cox.net
mailto:Ken-GrandPhotos@cox.net
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As many of you know, I was appointed Workshop 
Chairman.  In May,  I held a workshop for presenters 
which was well attended.  This was to get organized for 
this year.  A lot was accomplished and I am continuing 
with my efforts to get more classes that will meet the 
needs of our members.  The surveys that were 
conducted by the photo club and tabulated by Ken Kroen 
show a lot about our membersô needs.  Here are some 

interesting statistics from Kenôs review: 

                                                                                                        
122 Workshops were given during the past 17-month 
period 

27 Instructors conducted the 122 Workshops 

Nearly half of our membership responded to this survey. 

72% of you were very interested in Adobe Elements 
classes. 

50% were interested in Photoshop workshops 

46% wanted to see classes in Picasa 

70% of our members have computers 

79% of you print your photos at home 

84% Email your photos 

68% share your photos by slide shows 

28% use greeting cards and 32% make photo books 

23% of our membership participates in competitions 

74% expressed interest in learning more about                    
DSLR cameras 

Hereôs an interesting fact...48% of members responding 
do not own a digital SLR camera.  Most have Canons, 

followed by Nikon and Panasonic cameras.                                        

                                                                                                                
Finally,  this survey illustrated the need for us to target  

more of our  workshops to the beginner and novice. 

I intend to address those needs with more specific 
classes.  Along that line,  I am working on creating a 
curriculum of classes, somewhat similar to the Computer 
Club.  That way each person can choose specific 
classes of interest.  I am hoping to get various 
designated instructors to write  a curriculum for each 
class and provide them on  CD/DVD for members who 

may have missed a particular class. 

I will have a smorgasbord of classes to try and meet 
most membersô needs.  Classes will be grouped into 
Camera Types, Software, (example: transferring your 

photo from your cameras, saving images, filing systems, 
sorting and tagging photos) to the more typical Elements 
6/7 and Photoshop CS 3/4, Competitions, Presentations, 
(which will include slide shows, photo books,        

newsletters, photo cards, and  e-mailing your photos). 

My intention is to create ñrealò basic classes.  I know a 
number of our classes are considered basic by the 
instructors when in reality they are not reaching many 
members in the class.  That will change.  I am working 
on having this in place by September or October when 

some of our ñbirdsò will be returning. 

I hope that those of you reading this will feel free to e-
mail me at jamestsmith@cox.net with any suggestions 
or comments.  I am enjoying my new position and want it 

to work.  Your help will be appreciated. 

 

 Workshops to Take on a New Look!   
By Jim Smith, Workshop Chairman  

                                      

Oktoberfest 2009                        
by Bill Graczyk 

Sun City Grand is having their annual Oktoberfest on 
Saturday, October 10, 2009.  As part of this event, 
Grand Photos will have an open house at our photo 

lab.  At that time we would like to do the following:  

. Raise money for the club (sales, raffles, etc.) 

. Get people interested in photography 

. Provide basic info on photography and equipment 

. Make people aware of what we do as a club and get   
 them to become members 

. Display member photos                                                                  

I would appreciate any suggestions our members may 
have and also to get volunteers helping out in the 
planning and to be there 

during the event.   

Please e-mail  me at: 
bgraczyk@cox.net  to let 
me know how you would 
like to help.  Thank you 

for your support. 

  

 

mailto:bgraczyk@cox.net
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PSA Sanctioned International 
Competition                                               

by Stan Bormann  

Shirley and I have started entering PSA (Photographic 
Society of America) sanctioned competitions and we 
have had some success.  There are others in the club 
that have been doing this for some time.  I have been 
told by one of them that it is easier to receive an award 
in these competitions than in Grand Photos.  That says 
a great deal about Grand Photos photographers, but I 
am not sure it is true.  It is rewarding and not that hard 
to win Acceptance awards in PSA sanctioned events, 
but it is very hard to win the higher awards. 

These competitions are basically part of international 
exhibitions.  If you win an acceptance your entry will be 
shown in the international exhibition that goes with the 
competition.  Some of these competitions and 
exhibitions are digital and the exhibition will be on the 
web, and sometimes you will receive a DVD of the 
accepted entries in the competition.  In PSA, people 
talk a lot more about how many acceptances they have 
achieved than they do about the higher awards.  The 
acceptances are what drive many of the awards within 
the organization. 

Entering these competitions requires a bit of organizing.  
You can enter the same image in many of the PSA 
sanctioned exhibitions around the world, but there are 
restrictions that once your image is accepted for 
exhibition, it can never be entered in the same division 
in that exhibition again.  Rules vary with each 
exhibition, but careful record keeping is a requirement 
of continuing in competition using the same or similar 
images.  

You can enter PSA sanctioned exhibitions even if you 
are not a member of PSA, but I donôt know that it 
makes much sense.  If you are not a member your 
results will not be tabulated to achieve ratings based on 
your success.  You can join PSA for $45 for a year, or a 
couple can both join for $68.  There are a number of 
benefits besides just the competition.  As an example, 
Shirley is currently taking a photography course on the 
web that is a benefit for new members.  Many of the 
exhibitions are not very expensive to join.  You can 
upload the images from your computer and pay using 
Pay Pal.  The cost is often $5 for four images in a 
category or $7 for eight images in two categories. 

We have been entering some of the images that have 
done well in our club.  The following images of Shirleyôs 

and mine have all  recently won at least an acceptance 
or higher.  We entered the Suncoast  Virtual  Exhibition 
and Southern California Camera Council competitions. 

If you decide you want to compete in these 
competitions and become a PSA member, you should 
list someone in the club who is a PSA member as your 
sponsor.  We can receive some benefits from 
sponsoring new members. 

 

 

 

Shirleyõs winners: 

Stanõs winners: 
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Grand Photos Contacts 
 

President:    Gary Jann  

       azsunburnt@cox.net 

Vice President:   Dik Salsbury 

       diksalsbury@msn.com 

Treasurer:    Ron Szwiec          

                            rszwiec@hotmail.com 

Secretary:    Marilyn Vosburg      

       marilyn.grandphotos@gmail.com   

Membership:   Liz Burke 

       Liz-GrandPhotos@cox.net 

Webmaster:            Marshall Oseas  

       photooracle@cox.net 

IN FOCUS Editor:   Sue Marrugi      

       sumarru165@msn.com                                                 

       Proofreaders Dan and  Nancy  Jacob 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  
                      
 
 
                                                           
 
 
               

 
   

  Lab Calendar, SIGs, and Club Contacts  

Canon Digital SLR Cameras Red Team 
 4th Tuesday of each month   (10:00 AM - 12:00 PM) 

Canon Digital Rebel SLR Cameras White Team 
 2nd Monday of each month   
 (3:00 PM - 5:30 PM) 

Nikon Digital SLR Cameras Red Team 
 3rd Tuesday of each month  
 (9:00 AM - 11:00 AM) 
 
Nikon Digital SLR Cameras Blue Team*** 
 4th Monday of each month 
 (3:00 PM - 5:00 PM) 
 
Adobe Photoshop White Team 
 4th Wednesday of each month 
 (1:30 PM - 3:30 PM)                                                                                

Adobe Photoshop Elements Red Team 
 1st Wednesday of each month   
 (1:00 PM - 3:00 PM)                                                               

Adobe Photoshop Elements White Team                                                     
     2nd Thursday of each month                                                 
  (1:30 - 3:00 PM)                                  

Special Interest Groups General Club Activities 

Open Lab  (9:00 AM - Noon) 
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday  
 

Workshops* 
Monday through Friday   
Every Thursday  (6:30 PM - 8:00 PM) 
*Check weekly emailed schedules or website 
(www.grandphotos.org) for details. 

 

Membership Meetings (Cimarron Center) 
2nd Wednesday of each month  (2:00 PM - 4:00 
PM)   
3rd Wednesday of each month   (2:00 PM - 4:00 
PM) 
 

Board Meeting  
2nd Tuesday of each month                               
(9:00 AM - Noon) 
 

Adobe Photoshop Elements Green Team 
 1st Wednesday of each month                             
 (3:00 PM - 5:00 PM) 

Adobe Lightroom  Red Team 
 4th Tuesday of each month   
 (1:00 PM - 3:00 PM) 
 
Adobe Lightroom Red Team 
 4th Tuesday of each month 
 (1:00 PM - 3:00 PM) 
 
Hiking  Red Team 
 2nd Friday of each month 
 (3:00 PM - 5:00 PM) 
 
 
Many of the club events and activities were cancelled 
for the summer months.  Check the Weekly activities 
Schedules to confirm which events will be meeting 
during the month of September. 
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Focusing in onéGary Jann  

Gary and Lesley enjoying life. 

By Sue Marrugi 

 

 

 

 

 

ñShoot LOTS of pictures!  
Change your focus on a 
subject from left to right, up, 
down, in and out.  Analyze 
what results you like and 
what you donôt like.  Ask for 
opinions from your friends.  
Doing this will help you learn 
the capabilities of your 
camera and help you capture 

more interesting photos.ò   

 

 

This was Garyôs reply when I asked him 
what advice he would give our members 
starting out in photographyéand most  
likely good advice for photographers at 
more advanced levels.  Gary Jann, our 
current Grand Photos President,   
absolutely practices what he preaches.       
It is not at all unusual to see Gary on a 
photo shoot crouching down on the    
ground focusing up underneath a fragile 
wildflower for a unique perspective. 

Gary was born and grew up in Portland, 
Oregon.  He attended the University of 
Oregon in Eugene and received a 
Bachelorôs Degree in Landscape 
Architecture.  (That helps explains why     
he is currently also the chair of the Sun City 
Grand Landscape Advisory Committee.)   

        She bowled him over!  

And along came Lesley, his lovely wife.  
While in college, Gary was living in the                             
same apartment building as Lesley but                

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 didnôt know her.  One evening he was 
 sitting on the floor in a neighborôs 
 apartment with his back leaning against 
 the door.  All of a sudden Lesley came 
 crashing through the door (a damsel in 
 distress) and Gary went flying.  Ahhh.  
 The beginning of a beautiful relationship.  
 They got married in 1967.                

 After college, Gary worked for the 
 Department of Transportation as a 
 Landscape Architect in Salem, Oregon 
 for four years designing parks, rest 
 areas and roadside landscaping. Over 
 the following years he worked for various 
 agencies of the U.S. Department of 
 Agriculture designing recreation  facilities, 
 preparing visual assessments  for 
 environmental impact statements, and 
 developing recreation guidelines and 
 recreational use analysis.  These  

 

                   

(Continued on page 9) 
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òCanyon Lakeó  by Gary Jann                                                                             

òPurple Cactusó by Gary Jann 

 

jobs took him to California, Montana, 
Wyoming,  Utah, and Washington DC.  
During these years, Lesley kept busy 
working as a teaching aide. In the last ten 
years of Garyôs work career, he made   the 
move to the field of management.  He 
wanted to provide more leadership for the 
direction of the agency and was made the 
Assistant for Operations.  Toward  the end, 
Gary felt the politics in the agency were 
becoming so domineering that it was difficult 
to enjoy the job and operate effectively.  He 
was eligible for retirement and made the 
move in 2005. 

 

The move to Sun City Grand  

Gary and Lesleyôs only child Mike had been 
living in Peoria, Arizona since 1987.  They 
had made numerous visits over the years to 
see him and were familiar with the area.  
They chose Sun City Grand as the place to 
live.  Garyôs favorite activities include 
travelling, photography and softball.  Lesley 
shares the love of travel and enjoys 
volunteering at Del Webb Hospital twice a 
week as a ñroving  ambassadorò. 

Gary began his photographic interests in 
1960 using his dadôs camera.  In 1965 he 
got his first Pentax and continued to upgrade 
cameras until he purchased his first digital  

 

 

Sony in 1998.  His Christmas gift in 2006 
was his first and current DSLR, Nikon D80.  
The subjects he enjoys photographing most 
are landscape and macro.  He says Grand 
Photos is an awesome club where you can 
have fun, get serious, or both with your 
photography.  There is a whole range of 
workshops for everybody.  He personally 
feels itôs important to take pictures for 
himself, not the judges.  Gary has been 
actively involved in presenting workshops for 
the club with various topics such as, ñHow to 
Seeò, ñShooting Crittersò, ñShooting 
Wildflowersò and ñTravel Photographyò. 

 

How do they rate their lives?  

ñI donôt know how it could be any better.  
Weôre able to manage our own time and set 
our own priorities.  We love the people and 
amenities in Sun City Grand.ò  Lesley might 
add the slight modification to that statement 
that she isnôt too fond of our warm summers. 

Gary and Lesley just finalized plans for their 
next big travel adventure to China for the 
month of October.  They will be travelling 
with Overseas Adventure Travel and will 
also be able to fit in Tibet and Cambodia 
during their journey.  Lots of opportunities for 
wonderful photos!!  
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Favorite Places - Yellowstone National Park  

By  Dan Jacob 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ah, Yellowstone! If you have been there, you already know 
what I am going to be talking about. You might not even have 
to read any further, because you know what a wonderful place 
this is! Yellowstone is our nationôs first National Park. It was 

established in 1872.  

 

My wife and I have been going there off and on for over thirty 
years. Our first trip there was in 1979. I have lost track of how 
many times we have been back. We were there last year, the 
year before, and already have reservations for this year. You 
might say we are addicted? For our 25th wedding anniversary 
we told several people that we were planning to spend our 
special day in the park. We were overjoyed to have twelve 

friends join us to help celebrate.  

 

When we lived in Iowa, it would take us 2 ½ days to get there. 
Our first night would be spent at Wall Drug. The second night 
would be in Cody, Wyoming. We could then get to the park by 
mid-morning. Now that we live here in Arizona, we can be 
there in 1 1/2 days. We can make it to somewhere near Salt 
Lake City on the first day. The next morning we can enjoy a 
very leisurely drive and make it into the park by noon. We enter 

via West Yellowstone or Jackson Hole, Wyoming.  

 

We have stayed in Yellowstone using several types of lodging. 
Our first trip was in a travel trailer. After selling that setup, we 

made a couple of trips using a tent. All of that stuff was  

 

crammed in the back of a two door VW Rabbit! Later on and 
now,  we choose to stay in the lodges within the park. We call 
early and get reservations using the toll free Yellowstone 
reservation system (1-866-439-7375). I suggest calling in 
January or February to secure your first choice for lodging. But 
even if you donôt get your first choice, make a reservation. 
Then, you can call back and see if some cancellations have 
occurred. You are likely to get your lodging preferences if you 

are persistent. 

 

 

 

If we are going to be there for a week or more, we try to stay in 
several different locations. Our favorite place to stay is Old 
Faithful Inn where we get the older original rooms. Ask to be 
put in Room 154 with its spectacular view of Old Faithful and 
the Geyser basin. These rooms have one double bed and a 
sink. We have to walk down the hall for the showers and 
bathroom facilities. Sure, you can spend big bucks and get a 
room on the newer side that has a full bath and a queen size 
bed; however, you will spend upwards of $200 per night. Make 
sure you eat at least one meal in the Old Faithful dining room. 
Make your reservation there when you make your room 
reservation. If you donôt, you might not get in, especially at 
dinner.  You have a good chance of getting in for breakfast or 

lunch, but dinner is almost always sold out. 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Dan and Nancy Jacob 

(Continued on page 11) 


