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Well, here we go...my first note to 
all of you as president of Grand 
Photos. It's an honor I probably 
don't deserve and it is very 
humbling. I'm going to try to sustain 
the club's success that was made 
possible by Stan Bormann, Wayne 
Wellan, Jerry Weinstein, Gary Jann,  
and the rest of the club's leadership 
during the last five years as a 
charter club. No small feat - they set 
the bar very high indeed. We owe 
them our thanks and respect for 
making Grand Photos such a 
dynamic club. They are dear friends 
-  smart, talented, energetic and 

devoted to the club.  

Most of the Board is new for 2010 
and we have the benefit of their 
fresh ideas and energy. Club 
policies and programs have evolved 

over the years and will likely 
continue to evolve as the needs and 
wants of our membership and the 
community change. We are valued 
by CAM as evidenced by the 
building we occupy, a rare luxury for 
a photo club. We hope to develop 
activities with other clubs that have 

benefits for us as well as them. 

We are known as a friendly club but 
we can and will try to do a better job 
of helping new or inactive members 
get involved in the many activities 
available to them. Our members 
joined because they had a need of 
some kind. Some of us joined for 
very different reasons than for the 
passions we now enjoy. The cliche, 
'you only get out of something what 
you put into it', is a fact. You'll never 
shoot pictures like the Bormanns 
without learning as they did. It's an 
investment that pays big dividends 
and the only cost is your effort. You 
have access to creative and highly 
skilled people to help you grow.  We 
can't pull you out of your recliner by 
force but we're ready to help you 
enjoy new skills and new friends if 

you're ready to participate. 

 

  òWant fries with that?ó 

John Wolff takes us along on a 

delightful trip to Alaska and the 

amazing bears of Katmai.  (Article 

starts on page ten! )             

the president's memo 
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I  stayed with Grand  Photos because I really wanted 
to learn how to take good pictures.  Gradually through 
attending workshops, reading books, taking lots and 
lots of pictures,  and having many ñah-hah!ò moments, 
I have reached the point where I  now understand  
much of what is being presented.  I can even do some 

of it!! 

Grand Photos is a very exciting club.  The women 
have joined the ranks in good number and are making 
very significant contributions.  Our workshops are 
many, varied, and free!!  There is truly something for 
everyone from the basic beginner to the advanced pro.   
I believe we have some of the friendliest people  in 

Sun City Grand.  You all put a smile on my face.  

Happy 2010! 

 

 

 

 

Don Loeske to Give  

Solo Digital Show                                                      
By Dik Salsbury 

 

Don Loeske of  Photography West is a good friend 
of Grand Photos and has judged competitions, cri-
tiqued photos, etc. for us.  Heôs presenting a solo 
digital show of his work on January 29th at 10:00 
AM in the Stardust Theater, R. H. Johnson and Star-
dust Boulevard in Sun City West.  Heôs also having  
a solo print show February 5th from  1:00 to  3:00 
PM at Beardsley Recreation Center, Beardsley and 

Stardust.. 

Don is an expert photographer and his work illus-
trates his mastery of the artistic and the technical 
facets of photography.  He would be honored to 
have us attend his shows and see his wonderful 

images. 

 

By Sue Marrugi 

At present we have 406 members and I'm hoping that all of 
you plan on renewing your membership for 2010.  The club 
just keeps getting better and better and you don't want to 
miss any bit of it.  If you are not getting information in your 
inbox on a regular basis,  then you need to check with me to 
be sure that we have your correct e-mail address.  I no 
longer call you if your e-mail is bounced.  I simply take it off 

the roster. 

  

Procedure for renewing your membership in Grand Photos 
for 2010:  you can write a check for $20 for a single or $30 
for two people in the same household.  Please put it into an 
envelope and write MEMBERSHIP on the outside as well as 
your name/s.  If you are paying in cash the same thing ap-
plies.  You can drop the envelope off at the lab.  If you do 
not renew before the end of January you will be taken off 

the roster until such time as you choose to rejoin. 

  

 Membership Report  

By Liz Burke 

 

 

 

First, I want to say how delighted I am to be our new 
presidentôs (Dik Salsbury) ñright-hand galò!   I admire Dik 
greatly for his amazing talent and his dedication to Grand 
Photos!  Itôs going to be a wonderful year with him at the 

helm. 

Four years ago I attended my first Grand Photos meeting, 
my treasured new Canon PowerShot A75 tucked safely in 
my purse.  I had discovered digital photography and it was 

exciting and amazing!   

But...where were the women?  Had I mistakenly wandered 
into the menôs room?  Obviously not, but  I was puzzled by 

the small number of the fairer sex who were there. 

The meeting started and I was  bombarded with terminology 
that  absolutely made no sense to me.  Aperture value, white 
balance, depth of field???  This experience wasnôt going 

well.   

I decided to go back a second time after I had a chance to 
revisit my camera manual.  Still not very many women, and 

still so many things  I couldnôt understand. 
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From the Editor ... by Sue Marrugi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACCC 2009 Fall Competition                     

by Larry Lindner 

 

The Arizona Camera Club Council (ACCC) is an 

organization consisting of twelve independent camera 

clubs within the State of Arizona.  All members of clubs 

that participate as members in ACCC are eligible to enter 

its twice yearly digital and print competitions.  The winners 

of the Fall 2009 ACCC competition were announced at the 

November 21st ñRoundup.ò  This fallôs competition 

included over 500 digital entries and over 400 print 

entries.  The stiff competition included a broad range of 

participants and a wide diversity of images.  Grand Photos 

members did well in winning 53 digital ribbons and 48 

print ribbons.    

Please check out Grand Photo winners on the complete 

list at the Photo Lab and congratulate all the participants 

who submitted to the competition.  Special congratulations 

go to Dik Salsbury who won his first place ribbon with a 

perfect score of 27 points!    

Our Grand Photo top winners are: 

Print Competition 

1st Place (Rotating) ï Dik Salsbury ï Red Packard 

Roadster  

2nd Place (Mono ï Open) ï John Wolff ï The Wall  

3rd Place (Mono - Open) ï Stan Bormann ï Mission San 

Xavier Del Bac  

Digital Competition  

2nd Place (Creative) ï Jim Urquhart ï Whites Mill 3 

3rd Place (Nature) ï Marvin Weinstein ï Schwabacher 

Landing 

3rd Place (Rotating) ï Estelle Rapisardi ï Antique Ford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our members continue to 

rack up awards in 

competitions around the 

world.  Jim Smith just 

received an Acceptance 

in a PSA International 

APS-EIE 2009 

Competition (Color and 

Creative sections) for his image òDeeks Outó (above). 

  

The following members received one or 

more Acceptances or Honorable 

Mention in the AZ Photographic 

Electronic Imaging Exhibition 2009: 

David Halgrimson, Jim Smith, Jim 

Urquhart, Joyce Seddon, Lyle Patton, 

Marvin Weinstein, Michael Seddon, Phil 

Santens, Sherry Weinstein, Shirley 

Bormann and Stan Bormann.  Fred Hedrick received a 

second place medal in the B&W Section for his image 

òAlisonó (above). 

 

In addition to 

receiving recent 

Acceptances in 

PSA, Mississippi 

Valley, and the 

Arizona 

Photographic 

Society, Jim Urquhart  received an Honorable Mention 

from the  Detroit Photo Salon for his image   òOld Mill 

17ó (above). Congratulations to all of you who decide to 

venture beyond our Grand Photos and ACCC Competitions!  

Youôll have lots of fun! 
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Starting with the New Year, there is a 

bus trip planned to see the Fiesta Bowl 

Parade.  Contact Darlene Eger for de-

tails (deger@cox.net). 

Although the exact dates have not 

been set as yet (watch for updates), 

keep the following trips in mind: 

 

January  

Snow in Sedona - organized by Larry 

Lindner and Dave Davidson. 

 

 

 

 

 

February 

Ansel Adams at  the Phoenix Art Mu-

seum  - organized by Darlene Eger. 

Rodeo in Wickenburg - organized by 

Denny Cutler and Gina Evangelista. 

 

March 

Balloon Festival in Litchfield - organized 

by Chuck Rosenfeld. 

Tres Rios Nature Festival  - organized by 

Howard Lonn. 

Wild Flower Shoot - organized by Mar-

shall Oseas. 

Japanese Friendship Garden - organ-

ized by Linda McKean. 

Hassayampa River Preserve  - organized 

by Dave Bradford. 

 

Photo Shoots                                                                                     

By Mort Berman and Darlene Eger 

Monument Valley Photo Shoot                      

October 2009                                        

òPart of the Groupó (above)                            

òShooting the Holeó (right)                                            

(Photos taken by Liz Burke) 
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Looking at 2010, I am pleased to say we have a great 
cadre of presenters on board and the arranging of 
classes is going well.  The newer members should be 
very pleased with the upcoming classes that will be 
technically directed at the beginner with two specific 
directions.  One is for camera subjects and the other 
for computer subjects.  The more advanced classes 
are continuing to move forward with new instructors 
and all of the old timers too. John Hertia is conducting 
three classes in advanced Camera RAW for Nikon and 
Canon cameras in January.   Others are being 
scheduled. 

 

I have arranged for a beginner workshop with a lady 
from Arizona Highways all day February 19th.  So far 
ninety members have signed up for a class limited to 
seventy-five.  I will guarantee there will be more of 
these presentations.  This was an experiment as the 
cost was $25.00 per person and I wasnôt sure how that 
would go over.  Now I know and you will be seeing 
more of these.  Colleen will be doing a presentation at 
our regular membership meeting on January 13th on 
Acadia National Park and her Artist- In-Residence 
experience. 

 

More on the scheduling of workshops and classes.  I 
have rearranged the photo lab schedule by adding 
opportunities for our instructors on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.  I have tried to leave Thursdays open for all 
the SIG groups.  On Mondays and Tuesdays I have 
the schedule arranged for instructors who wish to 
conduct multi-week classes during the month.  An 
example is Steve Shankôs series of four òElements of 
Photographyò classes on four consecutive Tuesdays in 
January.  As we get closer to the beginning of a month, 
any remaining open dates will be filled by any 
instructor on a first come basis. 

There are a number of you out there who would like to 
assist and/or present a workshop or class on a subject 
of your choosing.  Please contact me as we now have 
an opportunity to provide as many as 42 classes a 
month.  Not that I expect us to have that many, but  it 
just means instructors have ample times and dates to 

arrange for their presentations.   

 

Finally, for the newer members of Grand Photos, I 
want to encourage everyone to take as many classes 

and as often as your personal schedule allows.  I know  

 

 

that if I were to schedule four instructors to put on the 
same class,  there would be very different materials 
that each would be covering.  When I take or retake 
the same class,  I discover something new or things I 
had missed previously.  I would strongly encourage all 
our members to take as many classes as time permits.  
All classes are open to all members.  If you get into a 
class that is too technical, do not take up time for too 
many questions.  Talk with the instructor at the close of 
the session.  Do not be afraid of taking advanced 
classes.  I will assure you youôll learn something. 
Photography is like anything elseépractice, practice 

and more practice. 

   

 

Coming up in the Photo Lab             
By Jim Smith  

 

òWinter in the Countryó                          

by Wayne Wellan 
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Photographic Society of  America                                          

by Stan Bormann 

Grand Photos is a member of the Photographic 

Society of America and a number of members are 

individual members of PSA.  Each year some 

members attend the PSA annual conference, this 

year it was in West Yellowstone.  This conference 

was very well attended with over 600 PSA 

members in attendance.  Shirley and Stan 

Bormann were in attendance as well as Marshall 

and Penny Oseas.  So, why does Grand Photos 

belong to an international photographic 

organization like PSA? 

Even for those who are not individual members, 

there can be significant benefits for the club.  The 

first benefit is that PSA sets standards and 

procedures we follow in our competitions and 

exhibitions.  Standards are used in preparation of 

entries and judging.  A number of members 

compete in international competitions that are 

sponsored by PSA.  Perhaps the most important 

thing we gain from membership in PSA and 

Arizona Camera Club Council (ACCC) is that the 

leaders of our club learn what other clubs are 

doing, how to do it in our club, and what works 

and does not work in other clubs.  Over the years 

Grand Photos has maintained significant contact 

with other clubs and these outside organizations, 

and has benefited from what has been learned in 

this process. 

Grand Photos has become more active in PSA in 

the last year or so.  Several members are 

frequently entering PSA competitions and their 

images are achieving acceptance to be in the 

exhibition and even winning honors and medals.  

It is relatively easy to be a frequent competitor in 

PSA because there are several exhibitions each 

month and you can pick one and enter from your 

computer in your home.  Each exhibition is 

unique, so you can enter the same image in 

several exhibitions (salons) as long as you keep 

track of which salons have accepted an image in 

the past because once an image is accepted for 

exhibition in an individual salon, you cannot enter 

it again in that salon.  If you are not satisfied with 

the results in a salon, you can just enter it again 

in the next salon and you can compete many 

times with the same image if you wish.  Many do 

this as they attempt to win recognition for their 

achievements within PSA. 

Several Grand Photos members have taken free 

classes offered via emails from PSA.  Jim Smith, 

Sue Marrugi, and Shirley Bormann have all taken 

classes in this manner.  There are others who are 

planning to use this service. 

Grand Photos will soon have two members that 

are volunteers in the PSA organization.  Shirley 

Bormann has been nominated to be the Secretary 

of the Photo Travel Division (PTD) and Stan 

Bormann has been nominated to be the Second 

Vice-Chair of the Pictorial Print Division (PPD).   

We will be looking for opportunities for Grand 

Photos to benefit more from membership in PSA. 
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Grand Photos Contacts 
 

President:    Dik Salsbury 

       diksalsbury@msn.com 

Vice President:   Sue Marrugi 

       sumarru165@msn.com 

Treasurer:    Ron Szwiec          

                            rszwiec@hotmail.com 

Secretary:    Marilyn Vosburg      

       marilyn.grandphotos@gmail.com   

Membership:   Liz Burke 

       Liz-GrandPhotos@cox.net 

Webmaster:            Marshall Oseas  

       photooracle@cox.net 

IN FOCUS Editor:   Sue Marrugi                                                

       sumarru165@msn.com                                                 

       Proofreaders Dan and  Nancy  Jacob 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  
                      
 
 
                                                           
 
 
               

 
   

  Lab Recurring Events  

Canon 20D and up (formerly Canon Red Team) 
 1st Tuesday of each month   (10:00 AM - 12:00 PM) 

Canon Rebel (formerly Canon White Team) 
 2nd Thursday of each month   
 (3:00 PM - 5:30 PM) 

Nikon Digital D80 and up (formerly  Nikon Red Team) 
 2nd Thursday of each month  
 (10:00 AM - 12:00 PM) 
 
Nikon D300 and up ( formerly Nikon Blue Team)       
 4th Thursday of each month 
 (3:00 PM - 5:00 PM) 
 
Elements Red Team 
 1st Thursday of each month                                 
 (3:00 PM - 5:00 PM)                                                                           

Elements White Team                                                          
  2nd Thursday of each month                                                 
  (3:00 PM-5:00 PM)                                  

Elements Green Team 
 2nd Thursday  of each month                               
 (1:00 PM-2:30PM)                                     

Special Interest Groups General Club Activities 

Open Lab  (9:00 AM - Noon) 
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday  
 

Workshops 
Every Monday and Friday  ( 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM) 
Every Thursday  (6:30 PM - 8:00 PM) 
 

Membership Meetings (Cimarron Center) 
2nd Wednesday of each month  (2:00 PM - 4:00 
PM)   
3rd Wednesday of each month   (2:00 PM - 4:00 
PM) 
 

Board Meeting  
2nd Tuesday of each month                               
(9:00 AM - Noon) 
 
 

 Lightroom 2 (formerly Lightroom Red Team) 
 1st Thursday of each month   
 (8:00 AM-9:30AM) 
 
Photoshop CS (formerly Photoshop White Team) 
 1st Thursday of each month 
 (1:00 PM-2:30 PM) 
 
Hiking  (formerly Hiking Red Team) 
 2nd Wednesday of each month 
 (Following membership meeting) 
 
Slideshow Skunkworks 
 4th Thursday of each month 
 (10:00 AM-12:00 PM) 
 
The Creative Eye (new group, currently filled)                                   
 1st Wednesday of each month 
 (3:00 - 5:00 PM) 
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Focusing in onéJim Smith 
By Bill Barbee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of you may not know Jim Smith, but all of you have 

probably noticed the increased number of basic classes and 

workshops offered in the Photo Lab. We have Jim to thank for 

creating more opportunity for those who need basic help with 

their cameras and software.   

Jim was secretary and editor of our SCG Hooked-On-Fishing 

Club Newsletter when I met him five years ago. Jimôs big grin 

and handshake were an introduction to an interesting and 

rewarding friendship. When Jim learned I was a ñwannabeò 

outdoor writer, he suggested I join the photo club and 

commented, ñI can get you into a lot of trouble.ò Jim got me into 

the nicest kind of trouble when he published my first article in 

Muskie Magazine. 

When Jim asked me to shoot clays with him,  I had no idea he 

was an accomplished shooter. Jim shoots a 12-gauge shotgun 

and told me later he was a little taken aback, (thinking I must be 

a good shot) when I showed up with a 20-gauge. That feeling 

didnôt last long as he drubbed me. Jim has commented several 

times, ñWe have had a great time shooting together with guys 

like John Macy, Charlie Ferrell and others from Grand Photos.ò 

Jim was a coach and 

instructor on the Marine Rifle 

Team during his tour of duty 

with the Marine Corps.  

As Jimôs talent and 

organizational abilities 

became recognized he was 

appointed to serve on our 

Photo Club Board. 

 Jim grew up in Glen Ellyn, 

Illinois.  Both he and wife 

Lynda graduated from  the 

same high school.  Jim 

majored in Building Industry 

and Real Estate at the 

University of Denver, 

Colorado. 

Jim spent a number of years 

as Regional Distribution 

Manager for Symons 

Manufacturing Company, a 

poured-in-place concrete 

forming equipment company. 

In 2004 he retired from 35 years of owning and operating his 

own real estate brokerage business in Denver.  Jim served as 

President of the Denver Board of Realtors® in 1982.  

Jim is an avid outdoorsman, loves shooting, hunting and fishing, 

and has taught Hunter Education for a number of years.  He has 

helped with training more than 5,000 young folks.  In 1997 he 

was appointed Wildlife Commissioner for the Colorado Division 

of Wildlife by Governor Richard Lamm and served for eight 

years. 

In 2004, Jim and Lynda moved to Sun City Grand after, as Jim 

tells it, ñI got thrown out of Colorado for health reasons.ò  Once 

they arrived in SCG, (at a lower elevation), he was able to get 

off oxygen and live a comfortable lifestyle.  Both he and Lynda 

agree this was by far the best move theyôve made.   Jim, we 

too, are happy youôre here! 

Besides what you know about Jimôs photographic talents and 

work, he spent the better part of five years as Managing Editor 

and Advertising Manager for Muskie Magazine.  He was their                                 

International President, 1997-1999. On retiring he was 

(Continued on page 9) 

Jim Smith                        

Studio Portrait by John Macy 
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distinguished 

with the 

designation of 

ñEditor 

Emeritusò.  In 

the 40-plus 

year history of 

Muskies, Inc. 

there had 

been only two 

others so 

honored.  

Jim has had 

an interest in 

photography 

since junior 

high when his 

dad gave him 

an old Kodak 

box camera.  

He quickly moved up to an Argus Argo-Flex with the Sylvania 

ñBlue-Dotò flash bulbs.  Since then Jim has owned a half dozen 

different cameras.  Currently Jim is shooting a Canon 40D and 

absolutely loves it.  Why not? He has been the recipient of a 

number of ribbons from our club competitions and the Arizona 

Camera Council competitions. Recently, Jim received an 

ñAcceptance" from the PSA APS-EIE International competition 

where 3,458 entries from 35 countries were judged. 

Jim has been an outdoor writer for the last eighteen years. His 

articles and photos on hunting, fishing, shooting and wildlife 

photography have been published in a number of periodicals. 

Muskie Magazine alone has published more than 100 of his 

articles. Jim serves on the Outdoor Writers .Association Board, 

and in January he was selected as ñPhotographer of the 

Monthò.  His two-page portfolio was published in their 

magazine.  In June of this year, his òDesert Bighorn Ramó                                          

received a third place in the national photo competition. 

Jim and Lynda have traveled extensively throughout the lower  

 

 

 

 forty-eight states, and recently toured Sequoia, Yosemite and 

Crater Lake National Parks. They returned home after                                  

driving  down the Oregon and California coasts.  Having done 

Alaska and Mexican Riviera cruises, and a tour of the Canadian 

Rockies, their next venture will be the Panama Canal this 

spring.  We are looking forward to Jimôs Thursday night 

travelogues. 

I asked Jim what he thought about Grand Photos. He smiled as 

he thought a moment and said, ñWhat a swell group of people!  

They are so willing to help and work with us to make us better 

photographers, and it is really a family atmosphere.  I have 

been in other groups where everyone was pretty much on their 

own.  Think a moment, who is really going to tell you the truth 

about where they caught a huge fish or shot a big elk? My very 

close friends would.  But, I think everyone in this club would 

share any secret if it helped me become a better 

photographer.ò 

 

 

Jim has many hats, is busier than most of us, yet continues to 

take on new jobs, serve on our Grand Photos Board, do the 

scheduling at the Photo Lab and chair the Education and 

Workshop Committees.  Thanks Jim, for your good work. 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 8) 

òFirst Summer Loonó                                          

by Jim Smith 

òGreat Horned Owló             

by Jim Smith 
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The Bears of Katmai  

By  John Wolff                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Light rain is falling as I stand and watch Jon pre-flight 

the aircraft, a DeHavilland Beaver, equipped with 

pontoons. Weôll need them for our destination, Naknek 

Lake, on the Alaska Peninsula, 175 miles Southwest 

of Homer. The rain gives me concern as I am about to 

set off to photograph Grizzly Bears fishing for 

spawning salmon. Jon, my pilot and owner of Beluga 

Air charter service, has been flying these trips for over 

25 years. He tells me that the sockeye salmon have 

started their spawning run, and they are in abundant 

numbers so there should be plenty of bears to 

photograph. 

Soon enough weôre airborne and heading to our 

destination. Due to the engine noise, conversation is 

not convenient; so I just sit back and enjoy the sights. 

As we cruise above the blue waters of the Cook Inlet, I 

watch as gulls and other sea birds circle and follow 

both the commercial and private fishing boats looking 

for a handout. Just yesterday, my wife Judy was on 

one of those boats trying her hand at catching Halibut. 

Fortunately, she caught her daily limit of two fish. Not 

overly large but they each dressed out at 25 ï 30 

pounds. As we journey on, I just enjoy the sights and 

in my reverie reflect upon how this trip came to be a 

reality... 

(Late Spring found us heading north from our home in 

Arizona with scheduled stops in Stanley & Coeur Dô Alene. 

Idaho, and Glacier National Park, Montana.  We  then 

pushed on to Dawson Creek, BC, and the start of the 

Alaskan Highway. We marveled at the countryside, with 

each turn in the road offering new vistas and stunning 

scenery.  

The roads for the most part were better than we expected. 

Most were paved but others were hard packed gravel and 

they really werenôt too bad. It was only after leaving 

Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, did we really experience a 

challenge. A long stretch was like driving  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

on a washboard, a condition caused by frost heave. The 

worst of it was through an area aptly named Destruction 

Bay. The road was under reconstruction with a lot of dirt 

stretches. On top of that, we drove through this area in a 

steady rain. Our cream colored RV trailer was as dark a 

brown as our truck. From a distance they looked like a one 

piece unit. 

Entering Alaska, our first stop was in Tok. It is known as the 

RV Wash capitol of the world. After Destruction Bay you 

can appreciate why. 

Several weeks later, after exploring many areas, we arrived 

in Homer at the tip of the Kenai Peninsula. We spent a 

week on the Homer Spit, a narrow finger of land separating 

the Cook Inlet from Kachemak Bay. Our campsite was right 

on the water where we could watch the changing of the 

tides, marvel at the glacier in the mountains across the bay 

and have a close look at the Bald Eagles that visited 

throughout the day. It was from here where Judy would do 

her Halibut fishing and I would depart for Katmai National 

Park.) 

After about an hour in the air, we have crossed the 

waters of the Cook Inlet and are again over land. I 

marvel at the lush rolling hills that soon become 

mountains, all a vibrant green and mixed with tall 

spruce trees, rivers, creeks, and small lakes dotting 

the landscape. There are still areas covered with snow  
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even though itôs July. 

A short time later we begin our descent and land 

on Naknek Lake. After getting all my photography 

gear together, itôs time for my orientation to bear 

country.  

A Park Ranger explains the route and how we 

should behave. After all, weôll be walking in the 

Grizzlyôs neighborhood. Donôt startle or confront a 

bear. He says to ñtalk out loud, or sing a song,ò 

letting the bears know youôre there. Some people 

even take to wearing bear bells, little jingle bells to 

alert the bears, and never, ever get between a 

mother and her cubs. Itôs unnerving when youôre 

told that you cannot outrun a Grizzly who can go 

from a standing start to almost 35 mph in just a 

few paces. I for one donôt want to find out. 

My fellow passengers decide to have lunch before 

setting out. No food is allowed beyond the beach 

area. Iôm too excited to eat, so I head out by 

myself after being assured by the Rangers that as 

long as I follow the ñRULES OF BEAR 

ETIQUETTEò that we learned at the 

indoctrination, Iôll be perfectly safe. With just a 

little bit of apprehension, I set out. 

Walking alone down a narrow dirt road, the first 

thing I notice is how quiet it is. Very quiet, 

cemetery quiet, giving a whole new meaning to 

the phrase ñthe silence is deafeningò. After about 

a mile, I find the path that was described to me. It 

is narrow, perhaps 5-7 feet wide and surrounded 

by heavy vegetation, low brush, and Aspen and 

Black Spruce trees. As I continue on, I hear the 

words of the Ranger, ñBe aware and look for 

bear.ò I call out, ñHey bear, here I come!ò with a 

little false bravado. Maybe I should have waited 

for someone else to accompany me. 

Walking along, there are signs of bear  

 

 

everywhere. Scat (bear droppings), fur stuck to 

the bark of a tree where a bear satisfied an itch, 

and trampled down low brush and grasses outline 

various paths the bears use. They crisscross the 

woods like an Interstate system.  

As I continue, I hear noises, a rustling in the 

woods. Is it a Grizzly? What was it the Ranger 

said? Make noise, talk out loud, clap your hands, 

let them know of your presence, donôt startle 

them. I do a cautious 360 degree turn looking 

around carefully. Nothing. Then I hear it again and 

realize that the wind has picked up and is rustling 

the upper parts of the trees. Itôs at this time I 

realize the wind has blown away the clouds and 

my earlier concern for rain is gone. With renewed 

confidence, I continue for about a mile and soon I 

can hear  my destination, the Falls on the Brooks 

River. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iôm in the heart of the Katmai National Park, a two 

hour flight from Homer, Alaska. Now, Iôm at the 

Brooks Falls. What an incredible experience. Iôve 

seen the PBS Nature and National Geographic TV 

shows on this subject but now I get to experience 

firsthand the sight before meéééGrizzly Bears 

fishing for the spawning salmon. Boy, these guys 

are good! This has got to beat the grasses, 

berries and clams theyôve lived on until now. Itôs 

only July but winter comes early up here and 

theyôre loading up on fat to carry them through the 

long Alaskan winter. Itôs believed by some of 

those who study the bears that many have  
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developed the ability to tell the sex of a fish when they get 

it in their mouth. I have read that if fish  are plentiful, they 

will drop a male fish, preferring a female with all the eggs. 

Now thatôs a different type of catch and release program! 

 

Most bears stay in the pool below the falls plunging their 

heads into the churning water and coming up with a meal. 

After a while a huge Grizzly saunters out of the woods 

along the river and takes his place above the falls. He 

watches as the salmon go airborne to scale the falls. Heôs 

patient, not chasing them, just  waiting for the salmon to 

come to him. Soon enough they do, virtually flying right 

into his mouth. After nabbing a fish, he moves to the 

shore to enjoy his meal. When finished, he heads back to 

his previous spot only to find another bear in his favorite 

place. He shows the interloper who the boss is and 

reclaims his position.  

 

A Bald Eagle perches in a tree above the river looking for 

his opportunity to get a meal. Moments later, he too, is 

rewarded with a meal. 

Iôm in my zone as I photograph these beauties. Theyôre 

close, as I am on a platform along the river. As I am 

somewhat elevated, bears sometimes will walk just below 

me, a mere 8-10 feet away. The fishing action continues 

as more and more bears enter the river. There are two 

smaller bears below me, youngsters, perhaps three or 

four years old, and they start to enter the pool when a 

large male comes out from under the platform, and the 

youngsters scatter. They know that they havenôt earned 

their place at the falls with the big guys. They move 

further downstream where the fishing isnôt as abundant. 

As they mature, they will earn their place at the falls. 
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After awhile I leave the falls and return down the narrow 

trail. Now I walk with confidence through the woods back 

to the main road, but this time I continue on to the lower 

falls. This is where the younger bears usually feed along 

with sows with cubs. Unfortunately there isnôt much action 

here, but patience pays off as a sow with two cubs 

appears from the woods. She leads them to the edge of 

the river where the cubs romp while Mom keeps an eye 

out for a salmon that ventures near the bank.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidently she doesnôt want to get too far away from the 

cubs and also wants them to watch and learn. Soon, she is 

rewarded and snags a meal for her and the little ones. All 

too soon, itôs time to head back to the beach for my return 

flight. As I hike along, I can only marvel at what Iôve just 

experienced and how fortunate I am to have been able to 

witness firsthand the bears of the Katmai. 
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Many of our members just received Star and one member a 

Galaxy award at the ACCC Fall Roundup.  Congratulations 

Jim Urquhart that may be our first club Galaxy.  I have heard 

people asking questions about how you qualify for these 

awards and what they mean.  Following are words pulled from 

the ACCC document that you can find on the ACCC web page 

under the ñCompetitionò link.  http://

arizonacameraclubcouncil.org/Competition.html Click ñHereò 

in the second paragraph. 

 

You will note that the awards are in three areas, Monochrome 

Prints, Color Prints, and Projected Images.  If you are working 

toward a Galaxy, you might want to concentrate your best 

work in one of these three areas.  Each 1st or 2nd place award 

results in two (2) points.  Each 3rd or HM award results in one 

(1) point.  It takes four (4) points for your first star and then 

each additional star takes two (2) points until you get up to 5 

stars.  The first Galaxy is awarded when you get 16 points in 

one of the three areas mentioned previously.  Once you get 1 

Galaxy, the second one only takes four (4) points or two 1st or 

2nd place images, or four 3rd or HM images.  I donôt believe 

that anyone has achieved 8 Galaxies in any of the areas.  

Several have accomplished 7 Galaxies as I understand.  You 

will note that after 2 Galaxies, 3rd and HM awards do not 

count toward additional Galaxies.  After 5 Galaxies, only 1st 

place images result in progress in Galaxies. 

 

Cumulative Awards (Star and Galaxy Awards) 

 In order to recognize quality photographic work over 

a period of time, a system of awards based on 

ranking in competition over multiple ACCC 

Roundups is in use.  It is also hoped that these ñStarò 

and ñGalaxyò awards given at the Fall or ñannualò 

Roundup, will encourage members to continue 

participating in the Roundup competitions. 

 Points toward ñStarò and ñGalaxyò are accumulated 

for Monochrome Prints, Color Prints, Projected 

Images as follows: 

 2 points for each first or Second 

 1 point for each Honorable Mention or Third 

Place 

 

 Star Awards ( òRatingsó are awarded 

based on point accumulations as follows:) 

 1 Star = 4 Points 

 2 Star = 6 Points 

 3 Star = 8 Points 

 4 Star = 10 Points 

 5 Star = 12 Points 

 Galaxy Awards ( òratingsó are based 

on the following criteria:) 

 1 Galaxy = 16 Points 

 2 Galaxies = 20 Points 

 3 Galaxies = 2 Firsts or Second Places after 

receiving 2 Galaxies 

 4 Galaxies = 2 Firsts or Second Places after 

receiving 3 Galaxies 

 5 Galaxies = 2 Firsts or Second Places after 

receiving 4 Galaxies 

 6 Galaxies = 3 First Places after receiving 5 

Galaxies 

 7 Galaxies = 5 First Places after receiving 6 

Galaxies 

 8 Galaxies = 5 First Places after receiving 7 

Galaxies 

 

 

Arizona Camera Club Council (ACCC)                                                                                        

Stars & Galaxies 

By Stan Bormann 
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Photo Gallery 

 

òGothic Lupineó                                                                 

òby Barbara Lindner 

òMarrakesh Wooló                                               

by Gale McCall 

òAzaleaó                                                                                         

by Sue Penney 


